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A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e   

M i c r o s o f t  W e b  B r o w s e r  
A  w e b  b r o w s e r  o r  I n t e r n e t  b r o w s e r  i s  a  s o f t w a r e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e t r i e v i n g ,  p r e s e n t i n g ,  a n d  t r a v e r s i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b .   

-  W i k i p e d i a  

 
I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  8  i s  M i c r o s o f t ’ s  i n t e r n e t  b r o w s e r .   I t ’ s  m o s t  

c o m m o n l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  I E 8 ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  

b r o w s e r  i s  I E 9 ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  o n  M a r c h  1 4 t h ,  2 0 1 1 .   F o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  g u i d e ,  w e  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s i n g  I E 8 .  

 

I E 8  p r o v i d e s  m a n y  i m p r o v e d  b a s i c  a n d  s a f e t y  f e a t u r e s  o v e r  

p r e v i o u s  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  b r o w s e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  I n P r i v a t e  a n d  t a b b e d  

b r o w s i n g .    

 

 

Ta b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  B r o w s e r     3  

 

B a s i c  F e a t u r e s  

•  T o o l b a r s        5  

•  T a b b e d  B r o w s i n g       9  

•  F e e d s         1 1  

•  P r i n t i n g  f r o m  t h e  B r o w s e r     1 2  

•  F a v o r i t e s        1 2  

•  K e y b o a r d  S h o r t c u t s      1 3  

•  L i v e  S e a r c h  a n d  O t h e r  S e a r c h  E n g i n e s   1 4  

 

S a f e t y  F e a t u r e s  

•  D e l e t i n g  B r o w s e r  H i s t o r y     1 5  

•  D e l e t i n g  I n t e r n e t  C o o k i e s     1 5  

•  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g      1 6  

 

I n  C l o s i n g        1 7  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  B r o w s e r  
Y o u r  I n t e r n e t  b r o w s e r  m a y  b e  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  t o  y o u ,  b u t  f e a r  

n o t ,  i t  w o n ’ t  s t a y  t h a t  w a y  f o r  l o n g !   B y  p o k i n g  a r o u n d  a  b i t ,  

y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  l i t t l e  t r e a s u r e s  “ h i d d e n ”  i n  t h e  m e n u s  a n d  

t o o l b a r s  o f  I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  n a v i g a t e  t h e  

g r e a t  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b .   H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  m a n u a l  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  

a l o n g  t h e  w a y .  

Address Field - Where you type the URL (the inter-

net address), the page  you requested will open in 

the current tab (i.e. www.theweathernetwork.com) 

Browser Search  Field - Type in a search topic, 

the browser will open in the current tab to 

complete the search for you 

Google Search Field - Type in a search 

topic, Google will do the search for you   

(i.e. ‘Saskatoon local news’) 

These are your 

toolbars.  Where 

you’ll find all your 

menus 

Status Bar - displays 

status of webpage or 

link when hovered over 

Note:  Not all websites require ‘www’ in front of the website address.  If you are given a web 

address with no www (ie – ‘cisco.netacad.net’) you do not need to add the ‘www’ in front of this 

address.  By doing so it may lead you to an invalid website address. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  B r o w s e r  
N o w  t h a t  y o u ’ v e  h a d  a  q u i c k  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r t s  o f  a  

b r o w s e r ,  l e t ’ s  s e e  h o w  m u c h  y o u ’ v e  l e a r n e d !  

 

( T r y  i t  f i r s t  w i t h o u t  p e e k i n g ! )  

   - Where you type the URL (the 

internet address), the page  you requested will open 

in the current tab 

   - Type in a search topic, the 

browser will open in the current tab to complete 

the search for you 

   - Type in a 

search topic, Google will do the 

search for you 

These are your  

    

Where you’ll find 

all your menus 

  - displays 

status of webpage or 

link when hovered over 
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T o o l b a r s  
Menu bar – The menu bar is where one would access such items as “File, Edit, Favorites, View, 

Tools, and Help” 

Status bar – The status bar displays the status of the web page, whether it is loading or if it is a 

protected page, information about the internet address when hovering over a link, or if it a page 

accessed on the internet or loaded from an HTML file on the local drive, etc. 

Command bar – The command bar, located on the far right of the browser, is 

Favorites bar – The favorites bar saves and stores webpages they’ve marked as a “favorite” so 

that they may access it at a later date 

NOTE: these items may not appear on all browsers due to layout changes.  To access these items at 

any time, first press the ‘alt’ key on your keyboard to make them visible. 

 

If any of your toolbars go missing, either click on “View” on your Menu Bar, or 

click on “Tools” on your Command Bar, and then “Toolbars” from the drop down 

menu.  Another menu will appear.  Select the missing toolbar. 

 
 

Menu Bar 

Favorites Bar 

Status Bar 

Command Bar 
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File 

U n d e r  t h e  F i l e  o p t i o n s ,  y o u  c a n  a c c e s s  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  

N e w  T a b ,  S a v e ,  P r i n t ,  P r o p e r t i e s ,  a n d  E x i t .    

 

Edit 

Wh e n  y o u ’ v e  s e l e c t e d  t e x t  o n  t h e  w e b p a g e ,  y o u  c a n  g o  t o  E d i t  

t o  f i n d  t h e  C u t ,  C o p y ,  P a s t e ,  a n d  S e l e c t  A l l  o p t i o n s .  

 

View 

V i e w  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  n o t  o n l y  a d d  o r  t a k e  a w a y  t o o l b a r s  s u c h  a s  

t h e  M e n u ,  F a v o u r i t e ,  a n d  C o m m a n d  B a r ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  

v i e w  t h e  H i s t o r y ,  F a v o r i t e s  a n d  F e e d s  b a r  o n  t h e  s i d e .  

 

U n d e r  V i e w ,  y o u  m a y  a l s o  c h a n g e  s o m e  s e t t i n g s  s u c h  a s  t h e  t e x t  

s i z e ,  z o o m  a n d  s t y l i n g  o f  t h e  w e b b r o w s e r .  

 

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  l o o k e d  u p  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  

e v e r y t h i n g  o n  y o u r  b r o w s e r  i s  e i t h e r  r e a l l y  h u g e  

o r  r e a l l y  s m a l l ?  W e l l ,  d o n ’ t  p a n i c !   T h i s  i s  a n  

e a s y  f i x .   C l i c k  o n  V i e w  >  Z o o m  >  a n d  s e l e c t  

1 0 0 % .  

 

Favorites 

F a v o r i t e s  i s  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  b o o k m a r k  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  w e b s i t e s  f o r  

l a t e r  r e f e r e n c e .   T o  a d d  a  w e b s i t e ,  c l i c k  o n  F a v o r i t e s  >  A d d  t o  

F a v o r i t e s .    

 

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  F a v o r i t e s  B a r  o n  t h e  t o o l b a r s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  

v i e w e d  b y  c l i c k i n g  o n  V i e w  >  T o o l b a r s  >  a n d  s e l e c t i n g  F a v o r i t e s  

B a r .   B y  a d d i n g  a  w e b s i t e  t o  t h e  F a v o r i t e s  B a r  i n s t e a d  o f  s i m p l y  

m a r k i n g  i t  a s  a  F a v o u r i t e ,  y o u  i n s t a n t l y  m a k e  i t  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e .  

Favorites Bar 
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Tools 

I E  8  o f f e r s  a  l o t  o f  e x t r a  s e c u r i t y  o p t i o n s  a c c e s s i b l e  i n  t h e  T o o l s  

o p t i o n  i n  t h e  C o m m a n d  B a r .   T h e s e  o p t i o n s  i n c l u d e  D e l e t e  

B r o w s i n g  H i s t o r y ,  I n P r i v a t e  B r o w s i n g ,  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g ,  P o p - u p  

B l o c k e r ,  S m a r t S c r e e n  F i l t e r ,  e t c .   ( a l l  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  l o o k e d  a t  

m o r e  c l o s e l y  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  m a n u a l ) .  

 

T h e  I n t e r n e t  O p t i o n s  s e t t i n g s  c a n  a l s o  b e  a c c e s s e d  v i a  t h e  T o o l s  

o p t i o n s  i n  t h e  M e n u  B a r .   H e r e ,  y o u  c a n  s e t  o p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  y o u r  

H o m e p a g e ,  c h a n g e  h o w  t a b s  a r e  v i e w e d ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  y o u r  b r o w s e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  c o l o u r  a n d  f o n t s ) ,  s e t  s e c u r i t y  a n d  

p r i v a c y  s e t t i n g s ,  s e t  u p  y o u r  i n t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  i f  y o u  h a v e  d i a l

- u p ,  m a k e  I E  y o u r  d e f a u l t  b r o w s e r ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  s e t t i n g s .  

 

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  I n t e r n e t  O p t i o n s  i s  t h e  C o n t e n t  

T a b .   H e r e   y o u  c a n  t u r n - o n  a n d  t u r n - o f f  a u t o c o m p l e t e  f o r  w e b  

a d d r e s s e s ,  f o r m s ,  a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  p a s s w o r d s .   T h i s  i s  u s e f u l  

f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  u s e  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  o n l i n e  b a n k i n g  a s  t o  

n o t  l e a v e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  a s  l o g i n s  s t o r e d  o n  a  

c o m p u t e r .  
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Help 

I f  a n d  w h e n  y o u ’ r e  a t  a  l o s s  f o r  w h a t ’ s  g o n e  w r o n g ,  t h e r e ’ s  a n  

e r r o r  o n  t h e  p a g e ,  o r  y o u  n e e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  

b r o w s e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  H e l p  o p t i o n .    

I n  t h e  H e l p  m e n u ,  y o u  c a n  a l s o  f i n d  a  l i n k  t o  M i c r o s o f t  I n t e r n e t  

E x p l o r e r ’ s  O n l i n e  S u p p o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

c u r r e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  y o u r  b r o w s e r .    

Help 

About Internet Explorer 
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T a b b e d  B r o w s i n g  
T h e  f i r s t  v e r s i o n  o f  I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f e a t u r e  

c a l l e d  T a b b e d  B r o w s i n g  w a s  I E 7  b a c k  i n  2 0 0 6 ,  s o  t h i s  f e a t u r e  

h a s  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r  a  w h i l e .   T a b b e d  B r o w s i n g  a l l o w s  f o r  

m u l t i p l e  w e b s i t e s  t o  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e  b r o w s e r  

w i n d o w .   T h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  r e d u c e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w i n d o w s  a n d  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  o p e n  o n  t h e  W i n d o w s  T a s k  B a r  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  

y o u r  s c r e e n .     

 

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  o p e n  l i n k s  a n d  o t h e r  w i n d o w s  w i t h i n  t a b s  i n  t h e  

I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  b r o w s e r  w i n d o w .   I f  y o u  h a v e  m u l t i p l e  t a b s  

o p e n ,  y o u  c a n  u s e  Q u i c k  T a b s  t o  e a s i l y  s w i t c h  t o  o t h e r  t a b s .   

Q u i c k  T a b s  p r o v i d e s  a  t h u m b n a i l  v i e w  o f  a l l  y o u r  o p e n  t a b s  

m a k i n g  i t  e a s i e r  t o  n a v i g a t e  b e t w e e n  m u l t i p l e  t a b s .    

Opened Tabs in IE8 

T o  c l o s e  a  t a b ,  y o u  s i m p l y  c l i c k  o n  t h e  t a b  y o u  w i s h  t o  

c l o s e  a n d  c l i c k  t h e  “ x ”  t h a t  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  t a b .   I f  y o u  

a c c i d e n t a l l y  c l o s e  t h e  w r o n g  t a b :  

1 .  O p e n  a  n e w  t a b  

2 .  O n  t h e  n e w  t a b  p a g e ,  u n d e r  R e o p e n  c l o s e d  t a b s ,  f i n d  a n d  

c l i c k  t h e  a d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  w e b p a g e  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  o p e n .  
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I f  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r o u p  o f  t a b s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a v e ,  c l i c k  

t h e  F a v o r i t e s  b u t t o n ,  t h e n  c l i c k  t h e  a r r o w  n e x t  t o  t h e  A d d  t o  

F a v o r i t e s  b u t t o n ,  t h e n  c l i c k  t h e  A d d  C u r r e n t  T a b s  t o  F a v o r i t e s .   

O n c e  y o u ’ v e  d o n e  t h a t ,  g i v e  t h e  t a b  a  g r o u p  n a m e ,  t h e n  c l i c k  

A d d .     
Favorites 

T o  a c c e s s  g r o u p  t a b s  y o u ’ v e  s a v e d ,  c l i c k  t h e  F a v o r i t e s  b u t t o n ,  

t h e n  c l i c k  t h e  f o l d e r  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  o p e n .   T h e n  c l i c k  t h e  a r -

r o w  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  f o l d e r  n a m e .   A l l  o f  t h e  w e b p a g e s  t h a t  

w e r e  s a v e d  w i l l  o p e n  o n  s e p a r a t e  t a b s .   U s i n g  t h i s  m e t h o d ,  I E  

g r o u p s  t h o s e  t a b s  b y  d i s p l a y i n g  a  c o l o u r  b a n d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  

t h o s e  t a b s .    

P a g e  1 0  
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F e e d s  
F e e d s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  u p d a t e d  c o n t e n t  o n  w e b s i t e s  s u c h  a s  b l o g s  

o r  n e w s  w e b s i t e s .   T h e y  c a n  a l s o  b e  u s e d  f o r  s i t e s  t h a t  o f t e n  

d i s t r i b u t e  v i d e o ,  p h o t o  o r  a u d i o  c o n t e n t .   A u d i o  c o n t e n t  o f f e r e d  

i n  M P 3  f o r m a t  i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o d c a s t i n g .  

 

L o o k  f o r  a  s m a l l  i c o n  l i k e  t h i s :  

 

T h a t  i s  a n  R S S  i c o n .   R S S  m e a n s  “ R e a l l y  S i m p l e  S y n d i c a t i o n . ”   I t ’ s  

a  w a y  f o r  s u b s c r i b i n g  t o ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  f r e q u e n t l y  

u p d a t e d  c o n t e n t .  

 

T o  s u b s c r i b e ,  a l l  y o u  n e e d  t o  d o  i s  c l i c k  o n  t h e  i c o n  >  a  p a g e  

l i s t i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f e e d s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  R S S  w i l l  o p e n  >  c l i c k  

o n  t h e  f e e d s  y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  >  a  w i n d o w  w i l l  p o p  u p .  

T y p e  a  n a m e  f o r  t h e  f e e d ,  a n d  i f  y o u  c h o o s e ,  c r e a t e  a  f o l d e r  f o r  

t h e  f e e d .   I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  t h e  f e e d  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e ,  c l i c k  

t h e  “ A d d  t o  F a v o r i t e s  B a r ”  c h e c k b o x .  T h e n  c l i c k ,  t h e  “ S u b s c r i b e ”  

b u t t o n ,  a n d  y o u ’ r e  a l l  d o n e !    

 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  y o u ’ v e  s e t  u p  y o u r  f i r s t  f e e d !  

P a g e  1 1  
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P r i n t i n g  f r o m  t h e  B r o w s e r  
S o m e t i m e s  y o u  f i n d  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  p r i n t  s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  y o u r  

b r o w s e r :  m a y b e  s o m e  t e x t ,  o r  m a y b e  a n  i m a g e .   F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  

p r i n t  t e x t  f r o m  a  b r o w s e r  . . .  

 

1 .  C l i c k  o n  F i l e   

2 .  S e l e c t  P r i n t   

3 .  S e l e c t  t h e  P r i n t e r  y o u  w i s h  t o  p r i n t  t o  ( i f  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  

o n e  p r i n t e r  a v a i l a b l e )  i n  t h e  p r i n t  d i a l o g  b o x .  

4 .  C l i c k  o n  t h e  P r i n t  b u t t o n .  

Select Printer 

Click the Print Button 

F a v o r i t e s  
F a v o r i t e s  a r e  a  w a y  o f  l i n k i n g  t o  s i t e s  y o u  v i s i t  o f t e n .   B y  

s e t t i n g  a  l i n k ,  y o u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e m  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  

U R L  e v e r y  t i m e ,  y o u  c a n  j u s t  c l i c k  o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  s i t e  i n  t h e  

F a v o r i t e s  m e n u .   T o  s a v e  a  s i t e  t o  y o u r  F a v o r i t e s ,  f o l l o w  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s :  

 

1 .  C l i c k  o n  F a v o r i t e s .   

2 .  S e l e c t  A d d  t o  F a v o r i t e s .   

3 .  C l i c k  o n  t h e  A d d  b u t t o n .  

Click on Favorites 
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K e y b o a r d  S h o r t c u t s  
O n c e  y o u  g e t  t h e  h a n g  o f  u s i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  I E ,  a n d  

m a s t e r e d  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o p t i o n s ,  y o u  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  a n  e a s i e r  

a n d  f a s t e r  w a y  o f  a c c e s s i n g  t h e m .   O n e  m e t h o d  i s  c a l l e d  

K e y b o a r d  S h o r t c u t s .   B y  u s i n g  s p e c i f i c  k e y s t r o k e s  ( p r e s s i n g  a n d  

h o l d i n g  t w o  o r  m o r e  k e y s  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ) ,  y o u  c a n  p e r f o r m  a  

t a s k  t h a t  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e  a  m o u s e  o r  o t h e r  p o i n t i n g  

d e v i c e .  

PRESS THIS KEY TO DO THIS 

Alt Show the Menu Bar. After you make the selection., the menu bar 

goes away. 

Alt+Home Go to your Homepage. (i.e. Google, or MSN, etc.) 

Alt+C View your favorites, feeds, and browsing history.  

Ctrl+L Highlight the text in the Address bar.  

Ctrl+D Add a webpage to your favorites.  

Ctrl+B Organise your Favorites. 

Ctrl+Shift with an arrow key  Select a block of text  

Ctrl+C (or Ctrl+Insert)  Copy the selected item  

F4  Display the address bar list in Windows Explorer  

Esc  Cancel the current task  

Shift with any arrow key  Select more than one item in a window or on the desktop, or select 

text within a document  

Ctrl with any arrow key+Spacebar  Select multiple individual items in a window or on the desktop  

Ctrl+A  Select all items in a document or window  



 

I n t r o  t o  I E 8  

P a g e  1 4  

I n t r o  t o  I E 8  

L i v e  S e a r c h  a n d  O t h e r  S e a r c h  E n g i n e s  
Y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e r  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  u s e  w h e n  y o u  

s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t .  Y o u  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  s e a r c h  

p r o v i d e r  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  s e a r c h  ( I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  u s e s  t h a t  s e a r c h  

p r o v i d e r  u n t i l  y o u  c h o o s e  a n o t h e r  o n e  o r  u n t i l  y o u  c l o s e  I n t e r n e t  

E x p l o r e r )  a n d  y o u  c a n  s p e c i f y  w h i c h  s e a r c h  p r o v i d e r  y o u  p r e f e r  

t o  b e  u s e d  b y  d e f a u l t .  W h e n  y o u  f i r s t  i n s t a l l  I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r ,  

y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  o n l y  o n e  p r o v i d e r  i n s t a l l e d .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  

c h a n g e  p r o v i d e r s ,  f o l l o w  t h e  s t e p s  b e l o w  t o  a d d  n e w  s e a r c h  

p r o v i d e r s .  

 

1. Click the arrow to the right of the search box. 

2. Click Find More Providers. 

3. Click the search providers you would like to add. This opens the Add Search Provider dialog box. 

4. If you want the provider that you just added to be used by default when searching from the Address 
bar or search box, select the Make this my default search provider check box. 

5. select the Use search suggestions from this provider check box to receive search suggestions. 

6. Click Add in Internet Explorer 8, or Add Provider in Internet Explorer 7. 

7. Repeat steps 3 through 6 for each provider you want to add. 

Click the arrow to the 

right of the search box 
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D e l e t i n g  B r o w s e r  H i s t o r y  a n d  I n t e r n e t  C o o k i e s  
Wh e n  u s i n g  I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  o n  a  p u b l i c  c o m p u t e r ,  s o m e t i m e s  i t  

i s  i n  y o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  t o  n o t  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  n e x t  u s e r  a l l  t h e  

s i t e s  y o u  w e r e  j u s t  o n .   F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  w e r e  c h e c k i n g  y o u r  

p r i v a t e  e m a i l s ,  o r  c h e c k i n g  y o u r  b a n k  b a l a n c e  o n l i n e ,  y o u  m a y  

n o t  w a n t  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  w h o  u s e s  I E  a f t e r  y o u .    

 

A n  e a s y ,  b u t  n o t  f o o l p r o o f ,  w a y  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  y o u r s e l f  i s  t o  

d e l e t e  y o u r  b r o w s e r  h i s t o r y  a n d  I n t e r n e t  c o o k i e s .   T h i s  m e t h o d  o f  

s e c u r i t y  m e a n s  y o u  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  ( b u t  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y )  r e m o v i n g  

y o u r  t r a c k s  f r o m  t h e  b r o w s e r ,  r e m o v i n g  t h e  t r a i l  o f  

“ b r e a d c r u m b s ”  y o u  h a v e  l e f t  b e h i n d  o n  y o u r  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  

i n t e r n e t  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b r o w s e r .  

 

T o  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  c l e a r ,  t h o u g h ,  n o  o n e  c a n  c o m p l e t e l y  r e m o v e  a l l  

t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n e t .   

 

T h i s  m e t h o d  j u s t  m a k e s  i t  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  u s e r  t o  

f i n d  a n d  a b u s e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

 

T o  d e l e t e  t h e  b r o w s e r  h i s t o r y  a n d  c o o k i e s ,  f o l l o w  t h e  s t e p s  

b e l o w :  

 

1 .  C l i c k  o n  T o o l s .  

2 .  S e l e c t  D e l e t e  B r o w s i n g  H i s t o r y .  

3 .  C h e c k  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  b o x e s :  T e m p o r a r y  I n t e r n e t  F i l e s ,  

C o o k i e s ,  H i s t o r y ,  F o r m  D a t a ,  P a s s w o r d s  ( t h i s  o n e  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i f  y o u  a r e  o n  a  p u b l i c  c o m p u t e r ) ,  a n d / o r  

I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  D a t a .  

4 .  C l i c k  t h e  D e l e t e  B u t t o n .  

 

U s u a l l y ,  i t ' s  h e l p f u l  t o  h a v e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s t o r e d  o n  y o u r  

c o m p u t e r— i t  c a n  i m p r o v e  y o u r  w e b  b r o w s i n g  s p e e d  a n d  a l s o  

s a v e  y o u  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  t y p e  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o v e r  a n d  

o v e r .  B u t  y o u  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  d e l e t e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i f ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  y o u ' r e  u s i n g  a  p u b l i c  c o m p u t e r  a n d  d o n ' t  w a n t  a n y  o f  

y o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  l e f t  b e h i n d .  
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I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  p r o v i d e s  a  w a y  f o r  y o u  t o  s e e  w h i c h  t h i r d -

p a r t y  w e b s i t e s  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  y o u r  b r o w s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  l e t s  

y o u  c h o o s e  w h i c h  t o  a l l o w  a n d  w h i c h  t o  b l o c k .  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  

i s  a p p l i e d  p e r - s e s s i o n— y o u  h a v e  t o  t u r n  i t  o n  e v e r y  t i m e  y o u  

o p e n  y o u r  b r o w s e r .   

 

Wh e n  y o u  b l o c k  c o n t e n t  o n  a  w e b s i t e ,  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  e i t h e r  a  

p o o r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  m i s s i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  o r  t h e  s i t e  m i g h t  n o t  w o r k  

a t  a l l .  T h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  w e b s i t e  c o n t a i n s  a  w e b  a n a l y s i s  

t o o l  t h a t  i s n ' t  a  v i s u a l l y  o b v i o u s  t o  y o u ,  b u t  i s  f i n a n c i a l l y  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  b l o c k  t h e  c o n t e n t  t h a t  

h e l p s  t h e  w e b s i t e  p a y  t h e  b i l l s ,  t h e  s i t e  m i g h t  n o t  w a n t  y o u  t o  b e  

t h e r e .  

 

W h e n  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  i s  t u r n e d  o f f ,  t h e  s t a t u s  b a r  i c o n  i s  

g r a y  ,  a n d  i s  i n  c o l o r  w h e n  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  i s  o n .  C l i c k  

t h e  i c o n ,  o r  p r e s s  C t r l + S h i f t + F  o n c e ,  a n d  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r  i s  o n .  

D o  i t  a g a i n ,  a n d  I n P r i v a t e  F i l t e r i n g  i s  o f f .   
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I n  C l o s i n g  . . .  
S o  n o w  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  a  b i t  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  y o u r  I n t e r n e t  

E x p l o r e r .   H o p e f u l l y ,  w i t h  t i m e ,  a n d  t h i s  n e w f o u n d  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  

y o u  w i l l  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e  e n o u g h  t o  u s e  I E  t o  n o t  o n l y  e x p l o r e  t h e  

W o r l d  W i d e  W e b ,  b u t  e x p l o r e  i t  w i t h  a  n e w f o u n d  e n t h u s i a s m !    

 

S h o u l d  y o u  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  i n  a  r e a l l y  t o u g h  s p o t ,  d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  …  

t h e r e ’ s  a l w a y s  t h e  F 1  k e y  ( a k a  H E L P ! ) !  ; )  


